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Nat'l Education Day in, Nov 12: Marking
National Education Day, the Doomdooma
branch of the Assam Science Socie-ty, in
collaboration with Doomdooma Girls' Higher
Secondary School, organised a workshop on
Science and Mathematics for students of
Classes 1X and X on Tuesday.The
programme began with a solemn tribute and g
observing a minute's silence in memory of §
Assamese singer Zubeen Garg, lyricist and §
composer Syed Chadul-la, internationally
acclaimedflautist Deepak Sarma, not-ed folk
artist Ramcharan Bharali, and eminent physi-
cist and former Assam Sci-ence Society
president Dr Dilip Kumar
Choudhury.Presided over by Dr Mee-na Devi
Baruah, the session was introduced by
general secretary Dhiren Deka, who
explained the objectives of the event.
Principal of Doom-dooma Girls' Higher
Second-ary School, Sangeeta Barka-koti, in
her address, high-lighted the importance of
National Education Day and applauded the
organisers for fostering scientific
curiosityamong students.The training
sessions were conducted by resource persons
Sunil Kumar, headmaster (in-charge) of
Makum Hindi School, and Subrata
Chakraborty, =~ Math-ematics teacher of
Borhap-jan High School, who pro-vided
hands-on learning ex-periences based on the
NCERT curriculum.Utpal Pujari, joint secre-
tary of Assam Science So-ciety, coordinated
the Math-ematics segment, while life member
Aarti Sarkar Sonowal led the Science session.
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SILCHAR:The Assam Science Society
formed its Silchar branch at an informal
meeting held at Cachar College here. The
session was chaired by Dr. Apratim Nag,
principal, Cachar College, in the presence
of Dr. Nirmal Ku-mar Sarkar, member,
State Executive Committee and former
office-bearer of the Society's Sribhumi
branch. Dr. Nag welcomed the initiative
and conveyed the support of the Society's
state president, Dr. Arup Kumar Mishra.
He also acknowledged the guidance
extended by Dr. Sarkar. Dr. Sarkar outlined
the Society's constitution and structure. He
noted that Silchar, as the second-largest
city of Assam and an academic hub, is a
natural home for a new branch. He also
informed the gathering. m Science char
College local challenges. Assistant Prof.
Dr. Manabendra Nath spoke on the process
of patent registration. Others who shared
their views included Anil Paul, a pioneer
of the Science Trial Organisation and a
Science Congress in Barak Valley, along

with Dr. Subhash Debnath and Dr. Abhijit
Nath of Gurucharan University. Senior
faculty members of Cachar College were
also present. The meeting unanimously
elected the office-bearers of the new
Silchar branch. Eminent environmentalist
Prof. Dr. Parthankar Choudhury was
chosen as the founder president. Dr. Mukul
Kumar Baruah was named executive
president. The three vice presidents are Dr.
Gunakar Das, Dr. Abhijit Nath and Dr.
Abhijit Saha. Dr. Biswajit Deb Roy was
elected secretary, with Mrinal Kanti Dey
of Narsing Higher Secondary School and
Dr. Shwetosmita Nath as joint secretaries.
Dr. Gayatri Ghosh will serve as treasurer.
An eleven-member executive committee
was also constituted. So far, the Silchar
branch has enrolled 15 life members, 18
annual members, and five student
members. Among those present were
educators and student representatives from
Gurucharan  University and  Cachar
College.
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Prof. Anil Kumar Goswami

Prof. Anil Kumar Goswami
was a Professor of Physics, a
passionate science
communicator, an institution
builder and an expert
academic adminlstrator, all
rolled into one person, He
retired as Principal, Cotton
College and served Assam
Science Technology &
Environment Council also as
Director. Prof. Goswami's
contribution to scientific
movement in Northeast India
is a long chapter of
independent India. He was
also General Secretary during
1975-79 and President of
Assam Sclence Society
during 1995-97 and gave a
big boost to the popular
science movement in Assam.

hato @ nirud

Prof. Somak Raychaudhury

Somak Raychaudhury is the Vice-
Chancellor of Ashoka University. He
has undergraduate degrees from
Presidency College, University of
Calcutta and University of Oxford
After his PhD from the University of
Cambridge, he worked at Harvard-
Smithsonian Centre for
Astrophysics, where he also was
part of the team that built the
Chandra X-Ray Observatory for
NASA. After teaching for over a
decade at the University of
Birmingham, UK, he returned to India
as Dean of Sclences at Presidency
University, Kolkata, and went on to
become the Director of the Inter-
University Centre for Astronomy and

Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune. Dr

Raychaudhury is a Fellow of the
National Academy of Sciences. His
research involves a wide range of
topics in Cosmology and
Astrophysics, from the ground and
from Space.

I'he undersigned on behalf of
Assam Science Society

Cordially Invite you to the

“First Prof, Anil Kumar Goswami Memorial Lecture”
to be delivered by
Prol. Somak Raychaudhary

Eminent Physicist and
Vice-Chancellor of Ashoka University

On Monday, the Ist of December, 2025
at 2:00 PM
Venue: KBR Auditorium, Cotton University

Panbazar, Guwahati- 781001

Dr. Arup Kumar Misra Mr. Mrinal Kumar Hazarika

President General Secretary
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FIRST PROF. ANIL KUMAR GOSWAMI MEMORIAL LECTURE
ORGANISED BY : ASSAM SCIENCE SOCIETY
TOPIC: THE FUTURE OF THE UNIVERSE

DELIVERED BY : PROF. SOMAK RAYCHAUDHARY

VICE. CHHANCELLOR, ASHOKA UNIVERSITY
VENUL : KBR HALL, COTTON UNIVERSITY, ASSAM

DATE: 1°T DECEMBER, 2025, MONDAY
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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI Dec 1 "We often worry about
what will happen to Earth in the next
hundred years. But cosmologists are asking a
fer grand er quests what will hap pen to the
Earth the Son, our Galaxy and the entire
universe in the next few billion years," said
Somak Ray-Choudhury Vice-Chancellor of
Ashoka University while delivering the first
Prof Anil Kumar Goswami Memorial
Lecture here today. The memorial lecture,
titled "The Future of the Universe', was held
at the KBR Auditorium of Cotton University
in honour of renowned physicist and teacher
Prof Anil Kumar Goswami. The
astrophysicist, Ray-Choudhury explained
that the key to understanding the ultimate
fate of the Universe. His in studying its
constituents  including normal matter,
mysterious dark matter and the dark energy “
Our knowledge of the Universe is evolving
constantly he said, while talking about
earlier theories including interpretations of
the Big Bang, once suggested that the
Universe might eventually collapse under its
own gravity. However, with decades of

observations from the Hubble Space
Telescope and several modern space
missions, the picture has changed

dramatically. Scientists now believe the Uni-
verse 1s not just expanding, but expanding
faster than before," he said. "There is no sign
that this expansion will slow down or
reverse," he added. Ray choudhury also
described the growing. evidence for dark
energy, a mysterious form of energy that
appears to be driving this accelerated
expansion. The programme began with an
introductory speech (Assamese) by Dr
Dibakar Goswami, younger brother of Prof
Goswami, followed by a welcome address
(English) by Animita Goswami, his
daughter. Assam Science Society president
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First Anil Kumar Goswami memorial lecture

Our knowledge of the Universe
is evolving constantly:
Dr Raychaudhury

Prof Somak Raychaudhary. eminent physicist and Vice-Chancelior, Ashoka University delivering
}  the First Prof Anil Kumar Goswami Memorial Lecture, in Guwahati on Monday. - AT photo

Dr Arup Kumar Misra briefed the gathering
about the life and legacy of Prof Goswami.
Calling him a "teacher, dreamer and institution
builder, Dr Misra said that Goswami's visionary
leader-ship helped shape helped shape key
scientific institutions in the State, including the
planetarium and science museum "He was the
torchbearer for thousands in Assam. Un-der his
presidency, the Assam Science Society reached
new heights," he said. Dr Misra also said that it
was the wish of Dr Alaka Goswami, wife of the
late physicist, to organize such a memorial
lecture annually with plans to introduce a
scholarship in his name. Vice-Chancellor of
Cotton University Prof Ramesh Chandra Deka
was present as the chiefguest. Prof Deka and Dr
Satyendra Kumar Choudhury, former faculty of
the Department of Chemistry, erstwhile Cotton
College also spoke on the occasion. Dr Alaka
Goswami was also present on the occasion.
P.T.O.
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. A commemorative, book titled, Shiksha aru
Gana-bigyanar Barnil Jyotishka: Dr Anil Kumar
Goswami, edited by Dipanka Hazarika, was also
released during the event. The book contains
articles about the life and works of Prof Anil
Kumar Goswami. Dr Sayanika Dutta, head of the
Department of Mass Communication, Journalism
and Media Studies, Cotton University compered
the event. The general secretary of Assam Science
Society Mrinal Kumar Hazarika offered the vote
of thanks.
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Lakhipur Branch: Newly formed Committee of
Assam science society, Lakhipur Branch (2025-27)
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National Mathematics Day celebrated
at Dergaon

Dec 25: Along with the other parts of the
country, National Mathematics Day
(NMD), the 138th birthday of the
legendary =~ mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan, was celebrated with the focal
theme 'Mathematics, Art, and Creativity'
at Dergaon on December 22.

Quiztival, a leading quiz group based at
Dergaon, in association with the Dergaon
branch of Assam Science Society (ASS)
and nature  organisation  Aashray
orpenized an all-Assam open quiz com-
petition through online mode, where a
large number of quizzers participated.
Securing the highest score, Abhijit Bora
(32) of Dergan clinched the best quizzer
award in the keenly contested quiz, where

AQCFAT

_[EFQ A oo Qe

ANfes  TR_e 39 @9
e Jferes fofes s
ST FTCFE T #NAF

F1. Helfe, F@mMI TS
Ofe @€ GF  SEDAS |
SEHAW @ R e
Ao g *fe=iel e
RS oo <1 29

Di-verse questions on Mathematics were
asked. Similarly, Porismrita Mahanta (31)
of Ganakpukhari and Silpishikha Boruah
(29) of Jorhat jointly secured the second
position while Biplab Jyoti Kalita (30)
and Animesh Boruah (20) of Dergeon,
who jointly secured the third position.
Devajit Sarmah (34) of Jorhat and
Saranga Hazarika (19) of Golaghat were
declared for the fourth and fifth positions,
respectively.

The honorary director of Quintival, Dr.
Sanjoy Kr Haraika, was the Quiz master.
National Mathematics Day was formally
instituted on December 26, 2011, by thes
then Prime Minister Dr Monmohan Singh.
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